108                      ENTERTAINING GANDHI
* It was far            to           with Mr. Gandhi that
to combat him.
Will                 of a free India persist?   Which of
us?               he be saint or ordinary person or ex-
lightly choose Mr. Gandhi's way ?
For this is what he says to us:  cc Get free from the
of desire, do not seek power or pleasure;
privilege,         yourself united to God every
of every day;   then in face of starvation,
\iolence you will be able to evoke from
your             that endurance which, if persisted in
or aager^ must lead to freedom."
Mr* Gandhi met Lady Astor at a reception.   They
got on* well, admired each other's children, laughed
at each other, agreed to differ about
arranged to meet again.   The time was
for Armistice Day,, 11 a.m.   We started from
in good time to get into the crowd
in Trafalgar Square for the two minutes* silence.
Sergeant Evans procured a fine big poppy for Mr.
and I watched to see how the silence would
and how the thousands of citizens,
of a great sorrow, would react towards the
of a rebel in their midst.
As the car slowed down, frozen into the block of
he         recognised immediately with smiles
of                       handwaving.   Then the gun was
the          started moaning, and in the sudden
all          of forgotten feelings were aroused,
laid bare, a passion of pity and
Everything seemed fraught with
the               of pigeons5 wings as